AN UNRELENTING
DEMAND

SECOND HARVEST NORTHERN LAKES FOOD BANK
SERVES AS THE REGION’S FOOD SAFETY NET

By FPATRICK LAPIMNSKI
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“Our plan, if all goes for fundraising as planned, is to break
ground sometime in the spring of 2024 and hopefully be in

that site by the end of 2024.”

- SHAYE MORIS, SECOND HARVEST MORTHERN LAKES FOOD BANK EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

the commurity Recent statistics

show an increase of 31% more
pecple this year, compared to last

year, 1n the region’s food shelves
‘Cur food shelf has had a huge
Increase in uﬁﬂc- [ think we're serv
ng about 4,000 people per month
There's a high level of need that

we'rte seeing right now that we
haven't seen in years past’ says
Moris

In urban Duluth, there's an
even greater need. "We have a

higher rate of food insecurity than
the eight counties that we serve
in northeastern Minnesota, North-
western Wisconsin, amongst our
general population and population
of cr*'laren when you compare it
to the state average in both Minne-

sota, Wisconsin, so a higher level

of need up here to

Out of th Ware-
house at 4503 Airpark Boulevard,
the Second Harvest Northern

Lakes Food Bank operates four di-
rect service programs. We have a
food shelf that operates within our
food bank building, says direc-
tor Moris. The food shelf is open
Tuesdays in their Air Park space,
providing groceries in a drive-
through format

"We have a Mobile Food Pantry
prograrn that operates in five rural
communities, Hurley and Solon
Springs, Wisconsin, and Cloguet,
Grand Portage and Grand Marais
That's basically like a food shelf
on wheels. We bring a truck into

a community that typically has a
high level of need and low food

resources. Community volunteers
help us set up pallets, people drive

through and we give them their
food, and we come back to Duluth
hopetully with an empty truck”

The food bank also has a con-
tract with the state of Minnesota
for the Nutrition for Seniors Pro-
gram, which is a box of USDA food

provided to seniors who fit a cer-
tain income gualification that are
residents of Minnesota 2 OTO-
vide these food boxes to seniors

in about 32 different locations in
northeastern Minnesota,” says Mo
ris. [n affiliation with the Feeding
Armerica program, Second Harvest
participates in their “backpack’
program for school-age children
"We mobilize local sources of food
and distribute those to about 18
school districts and 50 different
schools throughout the region
The children take home this little
eekend bag of food in their own
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perishable products that are now  “We’re doing our part to provide a food safety net that

'“""'-;L{.Ji.;'f;ﬁli;ifi?ﬂ-e-.ml epodingi strengthens communities where many of our drivers and

lands in the Twin Cities, the point employees live and work.”
i - CEQ JOMN VINIE . HALVOR LINES CEO

week for the organization
a 530,000 in-kind contribut

"We've had a great partnership
with Second Harvest for many

years now,” says Halvor Lines CEO
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age a semi load of product every




Jon Vinje. “It's a great way to give
back to the community and a nat-
ural fit for us, given the resources
we have as a trucking company.”

Halvor Lines has partnered
with Second Harvest since 2010
when Vinje first reached out to
offer assistance, transporting food
frorn Second Harvest's facility in
Duluth to regional food banks
Since then, Halvor Lines driv-
ers have transported perishable
and non-perishable food twice a
week to food banks across north-
em Minnesota and neorthwestern
Wisconsin

‘I think everycne at Halvor
Lines is proud to be working with
Second Harvest, including our
drivers” adds Vinje. "We're doing
our part to provide a food satety
net that strengthens communities
where many of our drivers and
employees live and work”

Once the product arrves at the
Duluth facility, it is inventoried and
entered into the distribution net-
work software. "Product is available
on an online agency order system
called the Agency Express. 5o, for
example, if you are a food shelf in
Ely you can access the portal, and
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Dann Schuman, drerdistribulion cenber 0ssoCiabe

you can order the products that
you want for your agency,” explains
Maoris. When an order is placed at
the warehouse in Duluth a mem-
ber of the cperations staff picks the
order and sets it for delivery. Most
of the product is delivered out to
the local agencies in one of Second
Harvest's fleet of six trucks

The sophisticated software
helps Second Harvest Neorthern
Lakes ensure eguitable distribu-
tion of its food products. “Say that
we get ground beef, and every-
body would love to come in and
snap up all the ground beel says
Moris by way of example. "We
have an allocation sgystermn, where
based on statistics size, you would
have availability of up to a certain
amount based on the size of your
agency. That again, ensures equity
interms of if it's a popular product”

When it comes to the nation's
food supply chain, there are often
misconceptions about the products
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